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Introduction

The IEEE Power & Energy Society (PES) Expanding Collaboration and Engagement Week featured
a series of expert-led sessions aimed at increasing awareness, enhancing technical knowledge, and
promoting professional development among students and young professionals in the field of power
and energy. The event brought together distinguished speakers from academia, industry, and IEEE
leadership to present insights on emerging trends, renewable technologies, innovation, and career
opportunities.
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1. Inauguration
Time: 09:30 AM - 10:00 AM
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2. Harnessing the Sun & Wind: Driving the Energy Transition

Speaker: Dr. Ajith Gopi, Founder & CEO, ZONERGIA Services Pvt. Ltd.; Retd. Additional Chief
Technical Manager, ANERT; Chair, Professional Activities, IEEE Kerala Section
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

This session covered the significance of integrating solar and wind power to support global clean

energy goals. Dr. Gopi emphasized technological, economic, and policy drivers accelerating
renewable energy adoption.
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3. Tea Break

Time: 11:30 AM - 11:45 AM

4. Power Electronics in EV and Renewable Systems

Speaker: Dr. P. Sankar, Assistant Professor, NIT Andhra Pradesh
Time: 11:45 AM - 01:00 PM

The talk focused on the role of power electronics in enabling efficient electric vehicle (EV) operation
and renewable energy integration, highlighting modern converter technologies and system-level
design considerations.
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5. Overview on PES Mission, Activities, Benefits for Students & Professionals

Speaker: Dr. Rahul Satheesh, Chair: Awards & Proposals, IEEE PES SYP; Secretary, IEEE PES
Kerala Chapter
Time: 06:30 PM — 08:00 PM

This session introduced attendees to the objectives of IEEE PES, membership benefits, and
opportunities for professional growth.
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6. The Future of Energy: Global Energy Challenges, Trends, and the Role of

Innovation

Speaker: Dr. B. Chittibabu, Head, EEE Dept., IIITDM Kancheepuram
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

The discussion explored global energy demands, sustainability challenges, and how technological
innovation is shaping the energy systems of tomorrow.

The Future of Energy: Global Energy
Challenges, Trends, the role of Innovation

B. Chitti Babu Ph.D., SMIEEE
(Editor-in-Chief, Intr. Journal of Ambient Energy, T&F)

Associate Professor, PV Research Lab (ECE)

1ITDM Kancheepuram, Chennai

E-mail: bcbabu@iiitdm.ac.in
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o IEEE.936.2000. IEEE Recommended Practice for Utility
interface  of Photovoltaic (PV) Systems, (Issued in
2000).
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ANSIC84.1-1995, Electrical Power Systems and
Equipment-Voltage Ratings (60Hz), Issued in 1995
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7. Tea Break
Time: 11:30 AM — 11:45 AM

8. Stepping into IEEE Power & Energy Society: Exploring Opportunities and
Making an Impact

Speaker: Mr. Gaurav Pathak, Consulting Engineer, CISCO; IEEE Brand Ambassador
Time: 11:45 AM - 01:00 PM

This session provided guidance on IEEE PES engagement pathways, professional networking, and
ways students can contribute to the global PES community.
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9. Women in Power & Energy Careers

Speaker: Dr. Harivardhini Subhadra, IEEE WiP Events Lead
Time: 02:00 PM - 03:30 PM

The session highlighted the achievements, challenges, and opportunities for women pursuing careers
in the power and energy sector.
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* Women have made significant contributions to power engineering
since the early 20th century.
* Notable pioneers include Edith Clarke, the first woman to earn an
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10. Vote of Thanks & Certificate Distribution

Time: 03:30 PM — 04:00 PM
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