IEEE San Diego – EXCOM Agenda

IEEE SD Section Monthly ExcomSan Diego Section
 

March 18th, 2026@ 6:00 PM
Held both in-person and virtually via Zoom 

Meeting Minutes

Attendance – Roster at end of minutes. Roll call completed. Quorum achieved.

Motions/Action Items
· Motions
· February 2025 meeting minutes approved.
· Terry Hache made a motion to provide $1,000 in section funds for Kathy’s Chamber Mission trip. Hassan Baklou seconded. Motion passed. 
· Actions
· NA.

Approval of Agenda 
· March 2026 agenda approved.

Approval of Last Month’s Minutes 
· February 2025 meeting minutes approved.

Student Report
* UCSD
Anusha Chadalavada delivered a presentation incorporating contributions from all UCSD attendees	
· Students had a highly positive experience, especially enjoying hands-on workshops and engaging technical talks.
· Strong networking opportunities with peers, industry professionals, and IEEE branches, including leadership discussions on funding and retention.
· Students gained new perspectives by exploring areas beyond their expertise and learning about careers, grad programs, and industry trends.
· UCSD RoboCup team showcased innovative projects, with strong participation and interaction with judges and industry.

* Southwestern College
Gabriel Leyva reported	
· Collaborating with SDSU and UCSD Computer Society to host a professional networking event on April 4 at the Maritime Museum.
· $480 funding from Young Professionals secured for 20 tickets.
· Request made for additional support to include more attendees. Guidance provided to use existing chapter budget ($2,000/year/student branch) and submit reimbursement through standard process.
· Students had a highly positive experience, especially enjoying hands-on workshops and engaging technical talks.

Section Officers Report
* Electronics Packaging Society (EPS)
Paragkumar Thadesar reported
· Event: March 26 @ Qualcomm. Next Generation Package Technology: How Will Organic Substrates Synergize with 2.5D.

* Computer Society 
Upal Mahbub reported
· 3rd lecture of the 2026 Invited Seminar Series: March 26, Virtual. From Pipelines to Swarms: Rethinking Automation in AI-Native Commerce. 

* Event Visibility Discussion
· Feedback highlighted that the IEEE San Diego website does not clearly showcase upcoming events, with visibility and ordering issues.
· This is partly due to VTools API limitations. IEEE VTools team is aware of it and will improve it in the future.
· Agreed social media (especially LinkedIn tagging and posts) is an effective way to improve event visibility alongside the website.

* PES/PELS Society 
Hassan Baklou reported
· AI x Energy Summit, SDSU, March 19-20, 2026. 
· Society supports this two-day event.

* Website Updates
Michelle Thompson reported
· The IEEE San Diego website was updated with a new WordPress theme to replace an outdated one, improving stability, accessibility, and enabling new features (e.g., wiki support).
· Cleanup included removing unused plugins, updating PHP, fixing a security issue, and ensuring long-term maintainability.
· Discussed potential features like rotating highlights and emphasized society contributing content via webmasters for better engagement.

* EYH
Sue Lowery gave a quick update
· Sue gave a quick introduction of EYH: Annual STEM conference at USD for girls in grades 6–10, just under 200 students.
· EYH was funded in past years but was not submitted as an item at this year’s budget meeting, so it didn’t get a regular 2026 budget.
· There was miscommunication about prior reports: reports were sent but not presented, so section leadership didn’t clearly see any follow‑up from previous funding.
· The section budget is tight this year. To still support EYH, the chair decided to use $1,000 from the Chair’s allocation and add $500 from the section meeting budget. Total: $1,500 committed to EYH this year.
· Going forward: EYH should contact the section earlier, present updates at meetings, and coordinate with IEEE student branches for volunteers and workshops.

* SD Chamber Mission to Washington
Kathy Hayashi asked for funding
· The Chamber is organizing a mission trip to Washington, D.C., focused on connecting the San Diego coalition with federal agencies (e.g., SBA, Navy) rather than just Congress.
· Kathy requested $1,000 from the section to partially support her travel so she can represent IEEE San Diego on this mission.
· Total trip cost is estimated at $4–5k (registration, hotel, airfare); the section money would be a small partial contribution.
· Terry Hache made a motion to provide $1,000 in section funds for Kathy’s Chamber Mission trip. Hassan Baklou seconded. Motion passed. 
· Kathy will provide a post-trip report on outcomes and opportunities; additionally, an IEEE milestone project in San Diego is progressing toward approval.

* Data Science Hack
Michelle Thompson reported
· Secured strong multi-society funding support: $500 each from Consumer Technology and Information Theory, plus $1,000 from Computer Society.
· Multi-society support is secured, some remaining administrative follow-up on transfers, but overall funding situation is strong.
· Funding will be used for targeted prizes, encouraging diverse solutions (e.g., information theory, consumer tech, etc.) and boosting participation.


* Sections Congress Attendance
Upal Mahbub reported
· Several volunteers are planning to attend IEEE Sections Congress and are seeking matching funds from societies.
· Vaishnav secured matching support from EPS
· Pirazh has a promise of additional funding from Computer Society.
· Nafee reached out to the Computational Intelligence Society but has not heard back yet
· Others are still following up with their societies.
· Attendees were reminded to tell societies they already have partial section funding, since that makes society’s decisions easier.

* Del Mar Electronics & Manufacturing Show
Mike Bryant reported
· April 22–23, at Del Mar Fairgrounds.
· Confirmed with an IEEE booth; coordination is ongoing for furniture, participating societies, and logistics.
· Show provides seminar rooms; IEEE members/societies can claim time slots (especially many openings on Thursday). Topics and speakers must be entered before the show brochure print deadline.
· Student demos: Mike is trying to organize a student demo area (possibly a second IEEE space) for projects from UCSD, CSU San Marcos, USD, Southwestern College, and others.
· Attendees should register as attendees (not exhibitors) to get a free drink ticket.
· Societies/chapters can be added as co-hosts on the vTools event and included in email promotions and flyers.

* Plan for collaboration with upcoming conferences 
Upal Mahbub reported
· IEEE San Diego wants to more actively connect local section/chapters with IEEE-sponsored conferences held in San Diego (to benefit both the conferences and local members/students).
· The IEEE Conferences & Events team now regularly emails the section chair a list of upcoming local conferences.
· For each conference, the section is trying to:
· Get local IEEE volunteers and student members involved as volunteers (often with partial/free access in return).
· Arrange local speakers/keynotes from San Diego universities/industry, instead of only flying in external speakers.
· Explore discounts or free access to selected sessions for local IEEE members (especially students).
· Set up IEEE or section booths on site for visibility, membership value, and recruiting.
· Examples:
· Upal is a member of the TMC committee. Assigned by IEEE Computer Society, the initiative aims to pilot connecting selected conferences with local chapters to improve collaboration and mutual benefits.
· 37th TMRC 2026 Magnetic Conference: Vitali is both a local organizer and on the section ExCom. They plan to recruit IEEE student volunteers, consider an IEEE booth, and possibly local discounts or open key sessions for students.
· Larger future events (e.g., Oceans 2028, 57th SISC 2026) are already in view.

* ADJOURN

Next Meeting 
· Wednesday, April 15th, 2026.

Recurring SD IEEE Meetings
	Time
	Organizer
	Description
	Status

	3rd Wed of each Month in 2026 (Except in July)
	IEEE SD Section
	– 
Vtools for pre-register

	On-going



Attendees for SD IEEE ExCom 2026
	Position / Society / Chapter
	Name 
	Attendance

	Voting Members

	Chair
	Upal Mahbub
	 Y

	Jr. Past Chair
	Michelle Thompson
	 Y

	Sr. Past Chair
	Zhensheng Zhang 
	 

	Vice Chair - Publicity
	Md Nafee Al Islam
	 

	Vice Chair - Programs
	Paragkumar Thadesar
	 Y

	Treasurer
	Hua Zhu
	 

	Secretary
	Lai Xu
	 Y

	Member-at-Large
	Larry Hamerman  
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Kathleen Kramer  
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Terry Hache
	 Y

	Member-at-Large
	Gabe Alcala 
	 

	Member-at-Large
	William Torre 
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Upkar Dhaliwal
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Liangping Ma
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Zhensheng Zhang
	 

	Life Members
	William Torre 
	

	
	John Barnick
	

	Young Professional
	Alex Rivera
	 Y

	
	Pablo Olivares
	 Y

	Woman in Engineering
	Valeri Paul
	 

	
	Pragathi Prema Kumar
	 Y

	PACE Professional
	Mike Davis  
	 

	Aerospace & Electronics Systems 
	Stephen Stubberud
	 

	AP/CAS/ED/MTT/SSC 
	Michelle Thompson
	(Y)

	
	Jeff Shi
	 

	Broadcast BTS
	Paul De La Houssaye
	 

	Communications
	Zhensheng Zhang
	

	
	Dell Kronewitter
	 

	Computer
	Pirazh Khorramshahi
	 

	Computational Intelligence
	Md Nafee Al Islam
	 

	
	Pragathi Prema Kumar
	(Y)

	Consultants Network 
	Enrique Monteagudo
	 

	
	Mike Bryant
	 Y

	Consumer Technology
	Michelle Thompson
	(Y)

	
	Jack Pu
	

	Control Systems
	Lai Xu
	(Y)

	EMC
	Gabe Alcala
	

	Eng Medical Biology
	Sudip Saha
	 

	Electronic Packaging
	Vaishnav Srinivas
	 

	Industrial Applications
	Vahid Mehr
	 

	Information Theory
	Paul Williamson
	 

	Magnetics
	Vitaliy Lomakin
	 Y

	Oceanic
	Gregory Laugle
	 

	
	Graeme Rae
	 

	
	Leverett Bezanson
	 

	Power Electronics
	Saeed Manshadi
	 

	
	Hassan Baklou
	(Y)

	Power and Energy
	Hassan Baklou
	 Y

	
	Saeed Manshadi
	 

	Product Safety
	Bansi Patel
	 

	Photonics
	Paul De La Houssaye
	

	Reliability
	Charles Bird
	 

	Robotics & Automation
	Upkar Dhaliwal
	

	Signal Processing
	Upal Mahbub
	(Y)

	
	Chhavi Jain
	 Y

	
	Somsubhra Barik
	 Y

	Vehicular Technology
	Lei Sun
	 

	Legislative Affairs Chair
	Erik Duarte
	 Y

	Educational Activities Coordinator
	Meghana Rao
	 

	Student Activities Coordinator
	Fatemeh Asgarinejad
	 Y

	Election Committee Chair
	Gregory Laugle
	

	Non-Voting Members

	Student Branch UCSD
	Erik Duarte (Chair)
	(Y)

	
	Charles Nguyen (VC Finance)
	 

	
	Anusha Chadalavada (VC Operations)
	 Y

	UCSD EMBS
	Kati Richter (President)
	 

	UCSD EDS and Photonics
	Nandu Koripally (President)
	 

	UCSD Eta Kappa Nu (HKN)
	Connor Loewy (President)
	 

	Student Branch SDSU
	David Ramos (VP)
	 

	
	Penelope Pimentel (President)
	 

	
	Arturo Galeana (External Affairs)
	

	Student Branch USD
	John Cizin
	 

	
	Steven Lannicca
	 

	
	Jonathan Miller
	 

	
	Dimitri Kouloumbis
	 Y

	Student Branch CSU
	Ike
	 

	Student Branch Southwestern College
	Micko Sotalbo
	 

	
	Gabriel Martinez
	 

	
	Henry Gutierrez
	 

	
	Gabriel Leyva
	 Y

	
	Abel Escobedo
	 

	Chapter Chair, IEEE Solid-State Circuits Society
	Alvin Loke
	 

	VIS, Member of Large
	Greg Berg
	

	Chair of the future directions, CHIPS ACT
	Kathy Hayashi
	Y 

	EYH
	Sue Lowery
	Y

	ATEC Host
	Mathew Kaparic
	



http://sdieee.org
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