IEEE San Diego – EXCOM Agenda

IEEE SD Section Monthly ExcomSan Diego Section
 

April 15th, 2026@ 6:00 PM
Held both in-person and virtually via Zoom 

Meeting Minutes

Attendance – Roster at end of minutes. Roll call completed. Quorum achieved.

Motions/Action Items
· Motions
· March 2025 meeting minutes approved.
· Actions
· NA.

Approval of Agenda 
· April 2026 agenda approved.

Approval of Last Month’s Minutes 
· March 2025 meeting minutes approved.

Student Report
Upal Mahbub reported
· Student branches such as UCSD and Southwestern College have started hosting GBM.

Section Officers Report
* Product Safety
Bansi Patel reported
· ISPCE: May 12-14 @ Boston. Feature 250 registrants, five breakout rooms, over 80 papers.

* AP/CAS/ED/MTT/SSC 
Michelle Thompson reported
· Ongoing invited talks and chapter activities planned through early May.
· Participation in the first APS regional chapter meetup.
· Efforts to strengthen involvement across all five societies within the joint chapter.
· Added new MTT representation.
· BSides San Diego, a cybersecurity event, held at SDSU on April 4 with over 500 registrations and multiple IEEE co-sponsors.
· Preparations for the upcoming DataHacks event, including prize support and workshops. Over 90 judges expected to participate in upcoming competitions/events.

* Oceanic Society 
Gregory Laugle reported
· New treasurer: Leverett Bezanson is confirmed as OES treasurer and will be added in vTools. He’s a 20+ year OES member, MTS chair, and runs internship path for underwater‑robotics students. He works at SeeByte on collaborative underwater drones for the military and also in a wave‑energy startup.
·  “Cheers, Ocean Engineers” monthly events, typically drawing 30–80 attendees (about 40 on average) with 25–50% new faces each month and a full slate of volunteer speakers through year‑end.
· Plan to hold another Maritime Museum event around September, in line with the museum’s push to host such community tech events.

* Del Mar Electronics & Manufacturing Show
Mike Bryant reported
· April 22–23, at Del Mar Fairgrounds.
· Updates on the Del Mar show booth setup and student project showcase.
· More IEEE societies have joined as co‑hosts since the last announcement. It will be on VTools event and society members will get email notification.
· Register as an attendee for the show to receive a free drink coupon.
· Two tall feather signs ordered, show the IEEE San Diego logo. Michelle will bring “Join IEEE” business cards with a QR code to the membership signup page.

* CVD
Upkar Dhaliwal and Kathy Hayashi reported
· IEEE CVD/USA congressional visit included training sessions and meetings with legislators and staff on technology policy issues.
· Discussions focused on semiconductor policy, AI, workforce development, aerospace, helium supply, and the CHIPS Act.
· IEEE representatives met with congressional offices including Sarah Jacobs and California delegation members to advocate for science and engineering priorities.
· Event participation included representatives from over 33 states, 75 congressional districts, and 188 planned meetings on Capitol Hill.
· IEEE encouraged greater member involvement in policy committees, regional advocacy, and future Sacramento and Washington DC outreach activities.

* Tribute to Kesh Bakhru 
· Honored the late Kash Bakhru and recognized his many years of dedicated service to IEEE San Diego, particularly in PACE, K-12 STEM outreach, and section leadership.
· Shared personal memories and appreciation for his mentorship, kindness, and strong support of IEEE volunteers and activities over the years.
· Discussed sharing his obituary, funeral details, and memorial information through the section website and mailing lists.
· Considered ways to honor his legacy, including charitable contributions, future recognition at awards events, and supporting causes aligned with his passion for STEM education.

* Discussion on Election Frequency Bylaw Changes
· The meeting discussed possible bylaw changes to move IEEE section elections from every year to every two years. 
· Concerns were raised about the significant administrative workload of annual elections, especially when positions are uncontested. 
· Reviewed requirements for notifying the section and properly conducting bylaw amendment discussions and voting. 
· Emphasized the importance of leadership succession planning, member engagement, and maintaining organized election processes.

* ADJOURN

Next Meeting 
· Wednesday, May 20th, 2026.

Recurring SD IEEE Meetings
	Time
	Organizer
	Description
	Status

	3rd Wed of each Month in 2026 (Except in July)
	IEEE SD Section
	– 
Vtools for pre-register

	On-going



Attendees for SD IEEE ExCom 2026
	Position / Society / Chapter
	Name 
	Attendance

	Voting Members

	Chair
	Upal Mahbub
	 Y

	Jr. Past Chair
	Michelle Thompson
	 Y

	Sr. Past Chair
	Zhensheng Zhang 
	 

	Vice Chair - Publicity
	Md Nafee Al Islam
	 

	Vice Chair - Programs
	Paragkumar Thadesar
	 Y

	Treasurer
	Hua Zhu
	 

	Secretary
	Lai Xu
	 Y

	Member-at-Large
	Larry Hamerman  
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Kathleen Kramer  
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Terry Hache
	 Y

	Member-at-Large
	Gabe Alcala 
	 

	Member-at-Large
	William Torre 
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Upkar Dhaliwal
	 Y

	Member-at-Large
	Liangping Ma
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Zhensheng Zhang
	 

	Life Members
	William Torre 
	

	
	John Barnick
	

	Young Professional
	Alex Rivera
	 

	
	Pablo Olivares
	 Y

	Woman in Engineering
	Valeri Paul
	 

	
	Pragathi Prema Kumar
	 Y

	PACE Professional
	Mike Davis  
	 

	Aerospace & Electronics Systems 
	Stephen Stubberud
	 Y

	AP/CAS/ED/MTT/SSC 
	Michelle Thompson
	(Y)

	
	Jeff Shi
	 

	Broadcast BTS
	Paul De La Houssaye
	 

	Communications
	Zhensheng Zhang
	

	
	Dell Kronewitter
	 

	Computer
	Pirazh Khorramshahi
	 Y

	Computational Intelligence
	Md Nafee Al Islam
	 

	
	Pragathi Prema Kumar
	(Y)

	Consultants Network 
	Enrique Monteagudo
	 

	
	Mike Bryant
	 Y

	Consumer Technology
	Michelle Thompson
	(Y)

	
	Jack Pu
	

	Control Systems
	Lai Xu
	(Y)

	EMC
	Gabe Alcala
	

	Eng Medical Biology
	Sudip Saha
	 

	Electronic Packaging
	Vaishnav Srinivas
	 

	Industrial Applications
	Vahid Mehr
	 

	Information Theory
	Paul Williamson
	 

	Magnetics
	Vitaliy Lomakin
	 

	Oceanic
	Gregory Laugle
	 Y 

	
	Graeme Rae
	 

	
	Leverett Bezanson
	 Y

	Power Electronics
	Saeed Manshadi
	 

	
	Hassan Baklou
	 Y

	Power and Energy
	Hassan Baklou
	(Y)

	
	Saeed Manshadi
	 

	Product Safety
	Bansi Patel
	 Y 

	Photonics
	Paul De La Houssaye
	

	Reliability
	Charles Bird
	 Y

	Robotics & Automation
	Upkar Dhaliwal
	(Y)

	Signal Processing
	Upal Mahbub
	(Y)

	
	Chhavi Jain
	 

	
	Somsubhra Barik
	 

	Vehicular Technology
	Lei Sun
	 

	Legislative Affairs Chair
	Erik Duarte
	 

	Educational Activities Coordinator
	Meghana Rao
	 

	Student Activities Coordinator
	Fatemeh Asgarinejad
	 

	Election Committee Chair
	Gregory Laugle
	

	Non-Voting Members

	Student Branch UCSD
	Erik Duarte (Chair)
	

	
	Charles Nguyen (VC Finance)
	 

	
	Anusha Chadalavada (VC Operations)
	 

	UCSD EMBS
	Kati Richter (President)
	 

	UCSD EDS and Photonics
	Nandu Koripally (President)
	 

	UCSD Eta Kappa Nu (HKN)
	Connor Loewy (President)
	 

	Student Branch SDSU
	David Ramos (VP)
	 

	
	Penelope Pimentel (President)
	 

	
	Arturo Galeana (External Affairs)
	

	Student Branch USD
	John Cizin
	 

	
	Steven Lannicca
	 

	
	Jonathan Miller
	 

	
	Dimitri Kouloumbis
	 

	Student Branch CSU
	Ike
	 

	Student Branch Southwestern College
	Micko Sotalbo
	 

	
	Gabriel Martinez
	 

	
	Henry Gutierrez
	 

	
	Gabriel Leyva
	 

	
	Abel Escobedo
	 

	Chapter Chair, IEEE Solid-State Circuits Society
	Alvin Loke
	 

	VIS, Member of Large
	Greg Berg
	

	Chair of the future directions, CHIPS ACT
	Kathy Hayashi
	Y

	EYH
	Sue Lowery
	

	ATEC Host
	Mathew Kaparic
	

	Guest
	Jaelyn Liang
	Y



http://sdieee.org
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