IEEE San Diego – EXCOM Agenda

IEEE SD Section Monthly ExcomSan Diego Section
 

June 17th, 2026@ 6:00 PM
Held both in-person and virtually via Zoom 

Meeting Minutes

Attendance – Roster at end of minutes. Roll call completed. Quorum achieved.

Motions/Action Items
· Motions
· May 2026 meeting minutes approved.
· Upkar Dhaliwal made a motion to hold the Section Volunteer Luau on July 20 and authorize Section funding for additional seats as needed beyond the 20 complimentary seats. Terry Hache seconded the motion. Motion passed.
· Actions
· EPS will submit a detailed funding request and explore co-sponsorship with related IEEE societies and local semiconductor companies.
· Michelle Thompson, as the junior past chair, will be asked to lead the Election/Nominations Committee.
· The Section will again support and promote the Cybersecurity Summit.
· The July ExCom meeting will be held, while the August meeting will be skipped.

Approval of Agenda 
· June 2026 agenda approved.

Approval of Last Month’s Minutes 
· May 2026 meeting minutes approved.

Student Report
* UCSD
Aiden Bassette reported
· UCSD’s RoboCup team will compete in Incheon, South Korea, from June 29 to July 6.
· Planning has begun for Rising Stars and expects to request funding. (Upal mentioned: Rising Stars funding of approximately $1,600 per school has already been approved in budget meeting.)
· Planning for the annual hardware-focused hackathon is underway, scheduled for January 30-31.
· Discussing the possibility of hosting the next in-person IEEE Region 6 Area Meeting.

* SWC
Micko Angelo Sotalbo reported
· Southwestern College recently held elections and will introduce its new Chair and Vice Chair by email. 

Section Officers Report
* Oceanic Society 
Gregory Laugle reported
· The monthly Oceanic event is held on the second Wednesday.
· Next month’s speaker is Graeme Rae of HyperKelp, presenting on kelp-based bio sensors and detection technologies.

* WIE
Valeri Paul and Pragathi Prema Kumar reported
· The Women in Engineering Day event will be held on June 23, featuring Sally McGee from the Naval Information Warfare Center.
· A Scripps Pier tour is scheduled for July 2 at 4:30 p.m., attendance is open but limited.
· Held a panel celebrating pioneering women engineers and their lasting impact on engineering and STEM leadership.
· IEEE groups may co-host WIE events, and additional event details will be shared with ExCom.

* EPS
Paragkumar Thadesar reported 
· Has held four committee meetings and one technical lecture, with six more lectures planned from July through November.
· A three-day student-focused summer school is planned at SDSU for August 11–13, featuring expert lectures and industry visits.
· Qualcomm is providing partial support, but the event still has an estimated $3,000 funding gap.
· The chapter will submit a detailed funding request and explore co-sponsorship with related IEEE societies and local semiconductor companies.

* IEEE SD 2026 NextG Workshop
Upkar Dhaliwal reported
· Qualcomm will host the one-day Next Generation Workshop, tentatively scheduled for September 25.
· Topics will include Wi-Fi 8/9, 6G, towards IMT2030 WRC27. Topics will also be associated with AI, robotics, autonomous vehicles, extended reality, healthcare, and IoT.
· The program will feature keynotes, panel discussions, presentations, lunch, and social networking.
· The free event will be open to students, academic, and industry professionals.
· IEEE societies are encouraged to collaborate, co-sponsor, and help recruit speakers and attendees.

* EMC 
Gabe Alcala reported
· Upcoming event: Advanced EMC near-field scanning technologies, June 25.

* SPS 
Somsubhra Barik reported
· Virtual presentation: Neoteric Frontiers in Cloud and Quantum Computing, by Professor Rajkumar Buyya.

* CIS
Md Nafee Al Islam reported
· Event: Why Real Estate Is the Hardest AI Problem You've Never Heard Of? A talk on using AI and large language models to estimate real estate prices.

* Mid-year Vitality Check 
Upal Mahbub reported 
· The Section’s overall activity level is healthy, with strong participation from groups such as Women in Engineering and the Open Source Digital Radio group.
· Several chapters currently show limited or no independent activity. Chapter leaders will be reminded to organize or co-host at least two events to maintain active status.
· Chapters were encouraged to collaborate on events and report all technical, professional, humanitarian, and administrative activities correctly in vTools.
· Some student branches, particularly SDSU and USD, may have held events that were not reported. Section leaders will follow up and request updates.
· Membership remains generally stable. Although total membership is slightly lower than the same period last year, senior membership has increased.

* Election Committee Formation 
· Michelle Thompson, as the junior past chair, will be asked to lead the Election/Nominations Committee.
· This follows the traditional process and helps keep the election neutral because she is not running for chair.
· She will also review the bylaws to determine whether the election cycle can be properly changed or skipped this year.

* Summer Hangout
Upal Mahbub reported 
· Jodi DeJong Veitch from Evans Hotels (Bahia Resort and Catamaran Resort in San Diego) is inviting the IEEE San Diego Executive Committee to a beachfront Luau.
· The luau date was discussed and approved for July 20.
· The venue will provide up to 20 complimentary seats, and attendance will be limited to ExCom members and their guests.
· Upkar Dhaliwal made a motion to hold the Section Volunteer Luau on July 20 and authorize Section funding for additional seats as needed beyond the 20 complimentary seats. Terry Hache seconded the motion. Motion passed.
· Make a motion to authorize Section funding for additional seats as needed if attendance exceeds the complimentary allocation.
· Upal will first confirm attendance and guest counts, then negotiate with the venue for additional complementary or discounted seats.

* Summer Picnic
· A Section-wide picnic and student networking event is tentatively planned for early September. 
· Volunteers, including student members, will be needed to help organize the venue and logistics.

* Holding a July ExCom Meeting, Skipping the August meeting
· Discussed holding a July ExCom meeting, possibly skipping the August meeting, and using the July meeting to finalize picnic planning.

* Cybersecurity Summit
Upal Mahbub reported 
· Ashley Kramer is inviting IEEE San Diego to renew a partnership for the Cybersecurity Summit on September 10, 2026. She asks for confirmation by July 3.
· The Section will again support and promote the Cybersecurity Summit.
· Organizers will provide clear promotional materials and member benefits.

* ADJOURN

Next Meeting 
· Wednesday, July 15th, 2026.

Recurring SD IEEE Meetings
	Time
	Organizer
	Description
	Status

	3rd Wed of each Month in 2026 (Except in July)
	IEEE SD Section
	– 
Vtools for pre-register

	On-going



Attendees for SD IEEE ExCom 2026
	Position / Society / Chapter
	Name 
	Attendance

	Voting Members

	Chair
	Upal Mahbub
	 Y

	Jr. Past Chair
	Michelle Thompson
	 

	Sr. Past Chair
	Zhensheng Zhang 
	 

	Vice Chair - Publicity
	Md Nafee Al Islam
	 Y

	Vice Chair - Programs
	Paragkumar Thadesar
	 Y

	Treasurer
	Hua Zhu
	 

	Secretary
	Lai Xu
	 Y

	Member-at-Large
	Larry Hamerman  
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Kathleen Kramer  
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Terry Hache
	 Y

	Member-at-Large
	Gabe Alcala 
	 Y

	Member-at-Large
	William Torre 
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Upkar Dhaliwal
	 Y

	Member-at-Large
	Liangping Ma
	 

	Member-at-Large
	Zhensheng Zhang
	 

	Life Members
	William Torre 
	

	
	John Barnick
	

	Young Professional
	Alex Rivera
	 

	
	Pablo Olivares
	 

	Woman in Engineering
	Valeri Paul
	 Y

	
	Pragathi Prema Kumar
	 Y

	PACE Professional
	Mike Davis  
	 

	Aerospace & Electronics Systems 
	Stephen Stubberud
	 

	AP/CAS/ED/MTT/SSC 
	Michelle Thompson
	

	
	Jeff Shi
	 

	Broadcast BTS
	Paul De La Houssaye
	 Y

	Communications
	Zhensheng Zhang
	

	
	Dell Kronewitter
	 

	Computer
	Pirazh Khorramshahi
	 

	
	Anbu Valluvan Devadasan
	 

	Computational Intelligence
	Md Nafee Al Islam
	(Y)

	
	Pragathi Prema Kumar
	(Y)

	Consultants Network 
	Enrique Monteagudo
	 

	
	Mike Bryant
	 

	Consumer Technology
	Michelle Thompson
	

	
	Jack Pu
	

	Control Systems
	Lai Xu
	(Y)

	EMC
	Gabe Alcala
	(Y)

	Eng Medical Biology
	Sudip Saha
	 

	Electronic Packaging
	Vaishnav Srinivas
	 

	Industrial Applications
	Vahid Mehr
	 

	Information Theory
	Paul Williamson
	 

	Magnetics
	Vitaliy Lomakin
	 

	Oceanic
	Gregory Laugle
	 Y 

	
	Graeme Rae
	 

	
	Leverett Bezanson
	 

	Power Electronics
	Saeed Manshadi
	 

	
	Hassan Baklou
	 

	Power and Energy
	Hassan Baklou
	

	
	Saeed Manshadi
	 

	Product Safety
	Bansi Patel
	 Y 

	Photonics
	Paul De La Houssaye
	(Y)

	Reliability
	Charles Bird
	 

	Robotics & Automation
	Upkar Dhaliwal
	

	Signal Processing
	Upal Mahbub
	(Y)

	
	Chhavi Jain
	 Y

	
	Somsubhra Barik
	 Y

	Vehicular Technology
	Lei Sun
	 

	Legislative Affairs Chair
	Erik Duarte
	 

	Educational Activities Coordinator
	Meghana Rao
	 

	Student Activities Coordinator
	Fatemeh Asgarinejad
	 Y

	Non-Voting Members

	Student Branch UCSD
	Aiden Bassette
	 Y

	
	Raymond Rada
	 Y

	
	Ansh Bhatnagar
	 

	UCSD EMBS
	Kati Richter (President)
	 

	UCSD EDS and Photonics
	Nandu Koripally (President)
	 

	UCSD Eta Kappa Nu (HKN)
	Connor Loewy (President)
	 

	Student Branch SDSU
	David Ramos (VP)
	 

	
	Penelope Pimentel (President)
	 

	
	Arturo Galeana (External Affairs)
	

	Student Branch USD
	John Cizin
	 

	
	Steven Lannicca
	 

	
	Jonathan Miller
	 

	
	Dimitri Kouloumbis
	 

	Student Branch CSU
	Ike
	 

	Student Branch Southwestern College
	Micko Angelo Sotalbo
	Y

	
	Gabriel Martinez
	Y

	
	Henry Gutierrez
	 

	
	Gabriel Leyva
	 

	
	Abel Escobedo
	Y

	Chapter Chair, IEEE Solid-State Circuits Society
	Alvin Loke
	 

	VIS, Member of Large
	Greg Berg
	

	Chair of the future directions, CHIPS ACT
	Kathy Hayashi
	

	EYH
	Sue Lowery
	

	ATEC Host
	Mathew Kaparic
	

	Region 6 Student Representative
	Mohammad Zarif
	



http://sdieee.org
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